GRIMSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday, 16th August 2011 at East Grimstead Reading Room.
Present:  Mr G Bayford, Chairman, presiding, Mrs R Clark, Mr C Wilkinson, Mrs L Paramor,  Mr R Amor, Mrs S White and Wiltshire Councillor R Britton together with eight members  of the public.

Apologies were received from Mrs H Birchenough
Public Speaking Time    Again the question of potholes was raised but this item will be discussed later in the meeting.   
Declaration of Interest     There were none

The Minutes of the meetings held on the 4th and 25th July, 2011 having been circulated were taken as read and signed.

MATTERS ARISING

54.11
Windwhistle Lane   Email received from Mr M Stansby, Senior Traffic Management Engineer of Wiltshire Council stating that as considerable time has been spent emailing, a site meeting should be arranged for all interested parties.   He will contact us with dates following his annual leave.   
55.11
Proposed Works at Railway Bridge    A further email had been received setting out the latest position.  The temporary works compounds are to be located in the adjacent field. He states that the only feasible access to these compounds is from across the redundant canal bridge.   Councillors were concerned with this situation and still feel that a site meeting should be arranged and that vehicles entering to and from the site should do so via Gay’s Drove.  At present there is a large dip along this track with a lot of water lying but it was felt this could be filled in and then used by the heavy vehicles.    Councillors were concerned that the bridge over the river near the church could be damaged by these vehicles and also it would be difficult for the lorries to turn by the old canal bridge.    The clerk to try and organise a site meeting before the work is put in hand.   
56.11
Risk Assessment  The clerk has prepared the Risk Assessment paperwork following advice from the WALC.   Councillors approved of this but felt a monthly inspection rather than a weekly inspection of the play equipment was sufficient. 

57.11
Horsepond    A site meeting had been arranged with the Contractor and a price of £200 agreed for the clearing out of the pond.   Work to be commenced as soon as possible.   The drains by Horsepond need unblocking – the clerk to write to Wiltshire Council.

58.11
Planning      The Limeyard, West Grimstead    The chairman thanked Councillor Paramor and Councillor Britton for their input in to this application which was refused at a recent meeting of the Southern Area Planning Committee.  
S/2011/1141 – Land at Butterfurlong Farm      At this point in the meeting members of the public were allowed to speak regarding this application.     Butterfurlong Farm has not been a working farm since the 1970’s.  The name of the track is Dartford Drove and is a public footpath.  The question was raised as to whether the applicant has a legal entity.   The applicant is a Mr Butter Furlongfarm!! – his true identity is not known but it understood that the land is under the ownership of Mr Ludlow.   Although people did not mind the land being used for agricultural means, they could not justify a dwelling being erected to safeguard alpacas.     The area in question is also outside the development boundary and in the open countryside and if this temporary accommodation were permitted, within three years it could become a permanent dwelling.  In 2004 an application for a dwelling was refused.   Councillors were all in agreement that this application should be refused on the following grounds:   

a) The applicant is unknown

b) There is no current business plan or model showing how the business can be profitable

c) There is no anecdotal evidence of how much alpacas cost and how the income is generated

d) With regard to the seasonal woodland, Christmas trees do not make money and staff are not needed on site

e) The profitability that the land might generate does not require staffing

f) Staff should or could live locally and when the alpaca business fails to make money there would be a problem of what to do with the staff

g) Temporary agricultural dwellings cause problems for planning departments

h) There is a total disregard of flora and fauna in the area.  No mention of this in the access statement. 

i) Contrary to H27 and H28 policies.

Apparently the old piggery unit has recently been developed to a very high standard – is this in readiness for the application?
S/2009/1213 – Balmer Lawn House – Members of the Parish Council were concerned that this is now a lovely dwelling and not an extension to the garage with ancilliary sleeping accommodation.   The clerk had written to the Enforcement Officer expressing concern but a reply was received stating that the case was now closed and that relations were living in the so called accommodation.   The clerk to write again asking what conditions would the applicants have had to have breached for there to have been a breach of the planning regulations. Councillor Britton agreed to look into this matter on our behalf.   
59.11
R2 funds    A reply still awaited from Mr Kennerson of Wilshire Council notifiying us exactly what money is in hand for the parish council.    Also email received from Councillor Britton stating that there is a growing trend towards developers challenging the justification of having to make R2 contributions from their new builds.  We need to produce a list of future needs for R2 funds.   As these funds are used mainly for play equipment at West Grimstead, it was agreed to check out what is needed in the way of new equipment at the site and also to look at other play areas in the vicinity.    
60.11
Correspondence     CPRE Magazine received

Letter received from a resident in West Grimstead thanking the Parish Council for the work done in and around the old telephone kiosk and asking if this could be used for a ‘book exchange’.  Although this is working well in East Grimstead, it was agreed that some thought would be given to the idea in West Grimstead.   She also asked if the Minutes could be published in the local magazine for West Grimstead.   It was agreed that they would be published on the village web site as at present.

The next Area Board Meeting will take place at Alderbury Village Hall on Thursday 25th August – the chairman would try and attend. 

61.11
Accounts    The following accounts were passed for payment.

West Grimstead Village Hall  - hall hire


£25.00 
62.11
Any Other Business    
1. The ‘Chapel Hill’ sign at the bottom of the hill needs replacing – the clerk to write.

2.  Councillors were concerned that the  Parish Steward has not been seen around lately.   

3.  Could the Enforcement Officer be asked to reply to letters sent to the department, e.g. no reply was ever received to an email regarding the state of the limeyard site prior to the recent application being submitted.

63.11
Date of Next Meeting

Monday 3rd October at West Grimstead Village Hall. 
Next meeting: 3rd October 2011 at West Grimstead Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.  











